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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on May 1 1 . 2001 . 
The Declaration was received on September 31 , 2001 . 
The Information Disclosure Statement was received on May 21, 2001 . 
Claims 1-68 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published ""f^^^ertion 122(b) by 
anothe f ned in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 2) a patent 
manted 078^ applicatton for patent by another filed in the United States before the invertion by the 
|p£n??orpatS St that an international application filed ""^er the treaty defined .n sert^^^^^^^ 
^SSf Shan have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 

of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 and 68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 

Helferich (6636733). 

Regarding claim 1 , Helferich discloses a method of providing electronic mail 
notification to a communications device (Column 4, lines 11-14), comprising: 
associating a first electronic mail message with a first phone number (Column 4, lines 8 
- 10) such that information about said first electronic mail message is provided when a 
communications device calls said first phone number (Column 5, lines 1 - 9); sending 
said first phone number to said communications device (Column 4, lines 23 - 25); and 
providing information about said first electronic mail message when said 
communications device calls said first phone number (Column 5, lines 1 - 9). 



Application/Control Number. 09/853,187 Page^ 
Art Unit: 2155 

Regarding claim 2, Helferich discloses disassociating said first phone number 
from said first electronic mail message once said communications device calls said first 
phone number (Column 4, lines 54 - 56). 

Regarding claim 3, Helferich discloses associating said first phone number with a 
second electronic mail message after said information about said first electronic mail 
message is provided (Column 4, lines 54 - 56; Column 5. lines 4 - 6). 

Regarding claim 4, Helferich discloses obtaining a communications device 
identifier when said communications device dials said first phone number; and using 
said communications device identifier to identify said first electronic message (Column 
3, lines 50 - 53). 

Regarding claim 5, Helferich discloses associating said communications device 
with an entity (Column 3, lines 50 - 53). 

Regarding claim 6, Helferich discloses receiving a second electronic mail 
message intended for said entity (Column 8, line 63 - Column 9. line 2); associating 
said second electronic mail message with a second phone number such that 
information about said second electronic mail message is provided when said 
communications device calls said second phone number; sending said second phone 
number to said communications device; and providing information about said second 
electronic mail message when said communications device calls said second phone 
number (Column 7, lines 28 - 31 ). 

Regarding claim 7. Helferich discloses associating a second communications 
device with a second entity; receiving a second electronic mail message intended for 
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said second entity; associating said second electronic mail message with said first 
phone number such that said information about said second electronic mail message is 
provided when said second communications device calls said first phone number; 
sending said first phone number to said second communications device (Column 4, 
lines 4 - 9); and providing information about said second electronic mail message when 
said second communications device calls said first phone number (Column 7, lines 5 - 
21). 

Regarding claim 8, Helferich discloses obtaining a second communications 
device identifier when said second communications device dials said first phone 
number; and using said second communications device identifier to identify said second 
electronic message (Column 7, lines 5-21). 

Regarding claim 9, Helferich discloses a method of providing an event 
notification, comprising: receiving an electronic notification of an event (Column 4, lines 
2 - 7); associating said received electronic notification with at least one phone number 
(Column 4, lines 8-10); generating a message that contains said associated phone 
number (Column 4, line 11-14); and transmitting said message to a communications 

device (Column 4, 23 - 25). 

Regarding claim 10, Helferich discloses responding to a call to said associated 
phone number to provide access to said event (Column 4, lines 32 - 44). 

Regarding claim 1 1 . Helferich discloses a method of providing an event 
notification, comprising: associating at least one claim check with an event (Column 4. 
lines 8-10); associating at least one communication device identifier with said event 
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(Column 3, lines 50 - 53); and generating a message for a communications device, said 
message containing said associated claim check (Column 4, line 11 - 14). 

Regarding claim 12, Helferich discloses transmitting said message to said 
communications device (Column 4, lines 23 - 25). 

Regarding claim 13, Helferich discloses providing information about said event to 
said communications device (Column 4, lines 11 - 14). 

Regarding claim 14, Helferich discloses displaying said message on said 
communications device (Column 5, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 15, Helferich discloses displaying said event on said 
communications device (Column 5, lines 21 -27). 

Regarding claim 16, Helferich discloses providing one or more options 
associated with the event (Column 5, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 17, Helferich discloses receiving a user response to said event 

(Column 5, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 18, Helferich discloses processing a user response to said 

event (Column 5, lines 21 -27). 

Regarding claim 19, Helferich discloses A method of providing an event 
notification, comprising: associating a first claim check and a first communication 
device identifier with a first event; and associating said first claim check and a second 
communications device identifier with a second event (Column 5, lines 3 - 6; Column 3, 
lines 50 - 53). 
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Regarding claim 20, Helferich discloses generating for said first communications 
device a first message with said first claim check (Column 4, lines 8-10). 

Regarding claim 21, Helferich discloses that said first message comprises data 
about said first event (Column 4, lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 22, Helferich discloses generating for said second 
communications device a second message with said first claim check (Column 7, lines 
15-21; Column 3, lines 50 - 53). 

Regarding claim 23, Helferich discloses that said second message comprises 
data about said second event (Column 4, lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 24, Helferich discloses that said first claim check is a phone 

number (Column 4, lines 8 - 10). 

Regarding claim 25, Helferich discloses a method of providing an event 
notification comprising: associating a first claim check and a first communication device 
identifier with a first event (Column 4, lines 2 - 10); generating for a first 
communications device a first message comprising said first claim check (Column 4, 
lines 1 1 - 14); associafing a second claim check and said first communicafions device 
identifier with a second event; and generating for said first communications device a 
second message comprising said second claim check (Column 7, lines 28 - 31 ). 

Regarding claim 26, Helferich discloses that said claim check is one of a plurality 
of phone numbers. 
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Regarding claim 27, Helferich discloses that said first communications device 
identifier is said phone number assigned to said first communications device (Column 3, 
lines 50 -53). 

Regarding claims 28. 32. and 33, Helferich discloses a notification system for a 
communications device comprising: a plurality of phone numbers; and a messaging 
module executing on a processor, said messaging module being configured to receive 
an electronic notification of an event and associate at least one phone number with said 
event, and being further configured to generate a message for a communications 
device, said message containing said phone number (Column 4, lines 44 - 56). 

Regarding claim 29. Helferich discloses an application module that is responsive 
to a call to said phone number to provide access to said event (Column 4, lines 33 - 
43). 

Regarding claim 30. Helferich discloses that said message further comprises a 
summary of said event (Column 7, lines 3 - 5). 

Regarding claim 31 , Helferich discloses that said communications device is a 

wireless device (Column 3, lines 16 - 20). 

Regarding claim 34, Helferich discloses that said message is transmitted to a 
communications device (Column 4, lines 29 - 31). 

Regarding claim 35. Helferich discloses a plurality of communication device 
identifiers are associated with a plurality of entities (Column 3. lines 50 - 53). 

Regarding claim 36, Helferich discloses that said event notification identifies at 
least one entity (Column 4, lines 23 - 25). 
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Regarding claim 37, Helferich discloses said messaging module is configured to 
determine an communication device identifier associated with an identified entity, and to 
associate said communication device identifier with said event (Column 3. lines 50 - 
60). 

Regarding claim 38. Helferich discloses that said messaging module obtains said 
communication device identifier when said communications device uses said claim 
check; and wherein said messaging module uses said communication device identifier 
to identify said event (Column 7, lines 16 - 22). 

Regarding claim 39, Helferich discloses a notification system, comprising: a 
plurality of claim checks (Column 4, lines 44 - 56); a plurality of communication device 
identifiers associated with a plurality of entities (Column 3, lines 50 - 53); and a 
messaging module that is configured to receive electronic data about an event for an 
entity, to associate said electronic data about said event with at least one of said claim 
checks and one of said communication device identifiers associated with said entity, 
and to generate a message that contains said associated claim check (Column 4. lines 
44 - 56). 

Regarding claim 40, Helferich discloses that said messaging module is 
configured to provide said entity one or more action options which permit said entity to 
request one or more actions in response to said event (Column 7, lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 41. Helferich discloses said one or more actions include 
retrieving electronic data about said event (Column 7. lines 6-10). 
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Regarding claim 42. Helferich discloses that said one or more actions include 
requesting a purchase (Column 1 0, line 1 5). 

Regarding claim 43, Helferich discloses that said one or more actions include 
accessing one or more other events in said notification system (Column 8, line 63 - 
Column 9, line 2). 

Regarding claim 44, Helferich discloses said one or more actions include 
requesting a transmission of a response message (Column 7, lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 45, Helferich discloses an event retrieval module (Column 4, 
lines 33 - 38). 

Regarding claim 46, Helferich discloses that said event retrieval module reads 
said event to said user (Column 5, lines 22 - 35). 

Regarding claim 47, Helferich discloses that said event retrieval module displays 
said event on said communications device (Column 5, lines 22 - 35). 

Regarding claim 48, Helferich discloses a notification system, comprising: a 
plurality of claim checks (Column 4, lines 44 - 56); a plurality of communication device 
identifiers (Column 3, lines 50 - 53); and a messaging module that is configured to 
receive electronic notification of a first event, to associate a first claim check and a first 
communication device identifier with said first event (Column 4, lines 44 - 56), to 
receive electronic notification of a second event, and to associate said first claim check 
and a second communication device identifier with said second event (Column 4, lines 2 
- 10; Column 5, lines 3 - 6;; Column 3, lines 50 - 53). 
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Regarding claim 49, Heiferich discloses that said messaging module is 
configured to generate a first message with said first claim check (Column 4, lines 1 1 - 
14). 

Regarding claim 50. Heiferich discloses that said first message comprises data 
about said first event (Column 4. lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 51 . Heiferich discloses that said messaging module is 
configured to generate a second message with said first claim check (Column 4, lines 2 
- 10; Column 5, lines 3 - 6; Column 3, lines 50 - 53) 

Regarding claim 52, Heiferich discloses that said second message comprises 
data about said second event (Column 5, lines 1 - 9). 

Regarding claim 53, Heiferich discloses that said claim check is a phone number 
(Column 4, lines 6 -10). 

Regarding claim 54, Heiferich discloses that said claim check is an event 

identifier (Column 4, lines 2-10). 

Regarding claim 55, Heiferich discloses that said first message is a short 
message to a wireless device (Column 4, lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 56, Heiferich discloses that said first message is a summary 
message of said event (Column 4, lines 1 1 - 14). 

Regarding claim 57, Heiferich discloses that said communication device identifier 
is a mobile directory number (Column 3, lines 50 - 53). 

Regarding claim 58, Heiferich discloses that said messaging module executes on 
a computer server (Column 5, lines 10-14). 
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Regarding claim 59, Helferich discloses that said messaging module is part of a 

web site (Column 3, lines 25 - 27). 

Regarding claim 60, Helferich discloses a notification system, comprising; means 
for storing a plurality of phone numbers (Column 4, lines 44 - 45); means for receiving 
an electronic notification of an event (Column 4, lines 2 - 4); means for associating at 
least one of said plurality of phone numbers with said event (Column 4, lines 8-10); 
means for generating a message that contains said at least one of said plurality of 
phone numbers (Column 4, lines 11-14); and means for transmitting said message to 
"a communications device (Column 4, lines 23 - 25). 

Regarding claim 61 , Helferich discloses a means for responding to a call to said 
associated phone number to provide access to said event (Column 4, lines 57 - 61 ). 

Regarding claim 62, Herlerich discloses a notification system, comprising: means 
for maintaining a plurality of claim checks (Column 4, lines 44 - 45); means for 
maintaining a plurality of device check identifiers (Column 3, lines 50 - 53); means for 
receiving an electronic notification of an event (Column 4, lines 2 - 8); means for 
associating at least one of said claim checks and one of said device identifiers (Column 
4, lines 2-10) with information about said event; and means for generating a message 
that contains said associated claim check (Column 4, lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 63, Herlerich discloses means for retrieving said event (Column 

4, lines 57 - 60). 

Regarding claim 64, Herlerich discloses a means for offering one or more options 
associated with said event (Column 5, lines 24 - 40). 
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Regarding claim 65, Herlerich discloses a means for generating one or more 
responses to said event (Column 5, lines 24 -40). 

Regarding claim 66, Herlerich discloses a notification system, comprising: 
means for storing a plurality of claim checks (Column 4, lines 44 - 45); means for 
storing a. plurality of communication device identifiers (Column 3, lines 50 - 53); means 
for receiving an electronic notification of a first event (Column 4, lines 2 - 8); means for 
associating a first claim check and a first communication device identifier with 
information about said first event (Column 4, lines 2-10); means for generating a 
message for said first event (Column 4, lines 11-14); means for transmitting the 
message to the communications device identified by the first communication device 
identifier (Column 4, lines 23 - 25); means for receiving an electronic notification of a 
second event; and means for associating a second claim check and said first 
communication device identifier with information about said second event (Column 8. 

line 63 - Column 9, line 2). 

Regarding claim 67, Helferich discloses means for receiving a request to access 
said second event; and means for providing access to said second event (Column 4, 
lines 57 -61). 

Regarding claim 68, Helferich discloses a means for providing access to said 
second event in response to receiving said second claim check (Column 5, lines 26 - 
40). 
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Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

U. S. Patent No. 6253061 issued to Helferich, because it disclose sending a 
notification to a user about a message stored at a server, which the user can directly 

access. , 

U. S. Patent No. 5742668 issued to Pepe, because it discloses notifying a user 

about messages and allows the user to dictate how messages are received. 

U. S. Patent No. 6711154 issued to O'Neal, because it discloses notification 

messages being send to a wireless device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (703) 605-0633 
(or (571) 272-3980 after October 28, 2004). The examiner can normally be reached on 
8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KB 

October 8, 2004 



